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Department 


1. Further to my minute dated 9 October 1931 this rer>ort is in 
retract of Doha and Bahrain which I v’^ited from 19 - 20 September 
and 9 4 - 27 3s. + ?* ' cr respectively. 


DOHA 


2, 'file record of my sr. -sting with A! Attiyah v as reported bach in 

my telegram 220610.- Sep, The < nly action outstanding 1 - the 
provision of the infer at ion on Kim rod ' , • ould you rl^are 

arrange for this to be available on my return on 26 October vi:i 
an accompanying letter to A1 Attiyah. 

B AHflATM 

3. The Prime 1' ini star f s meeting with Shaikh Hamad, Kin i'; ter of 
Defence, har been separately recorded and acted upon. I also h"d 
a separate meeting with the Chief of Staff, Brigadier Khalifa, 

Lt Col Abdullah bin Salman al Khalifa (Deputy CCS for Cmoratiers) 
v: 3 ore sent. 


Sea Skua 

4* The 3ri -adirr said that he already had Bell 212 helicopters 
ml the " ad no intention of changing types. replacement was 
required for the current A112 missile and they believed Sea Skua 
could be fitted to the 212. Ho. ever t iey were not prepared to roy- 
for the B&D and trials and aclced whether B’e ?" d Augusta jointly 
v oul i be nrepored to do it as a private venture* otherwise they 
v.oi Id opt for tic A315 which the State? have already fitted 
to their Bell helicopters. I said T thourit it unlikely t lat t :e 
comp nies • culd c ' r r • e to proceed on thi:: V-asis but I ■ ould check. 
It would appear to me that the sensible thing ■ ill be for the 
Bahrainis to take the AS15, but would you please have a v/ord with 
3Ae wl 1 let me have your advice, 

ferret hePlacement 


5, The Brigadier confirmed that t ;ey have a requirement for 
25’-30 vehicles arid are seekinr quote? and information fro? a 
variety of countries including Brazil, U3A and i ranee. He asked 


- 1 - 


cc::fidsktial 





















Reference. 


for budgetary costs and availability of 
more information that v.e can provide* 


Ti -T H T (T-p 

-. . j. w , 


t ogether w: t h nv 


FH70 

6, They have a requirement for 4 x 155am: guns 

They want to buy the UK gun but the price quoted is too high 
ie S600K - S650K* He said the S. edish gun v: 
but the GC45 and M98 were much cheaper- The 
would make a decision by the end of the year- As you know, 
advised IKS of the position and it was established that the 
v,as no out of d&t e " and that they would revise the quote, talcing 
into account the price that has been offered to the Sardis v.hich 

I would be grateful if you v oul' 


s also too expensive 
Br1gadie r sai d he 

I 

quote 


of course, 
folio'., this 

5Lam Mortar 


is very much lo\ er. 
through. 


7, They confirmed their continuing interest in the 51mm iortar 
but asked if it woui :1 now fire HE as well as smoke ilium ihat i on * 
The Brigadier also asked for the latest information on the status 
of the programme and when it will be available for sale* 

3. Apart from the usual bleat about tae number of training 
vacancies available to them and the warning that Shaikh Hamad . oul 
be raising the question of the Regional Air Defence Study later in 
the day to the Prime Minister, there were no other substantive 
points which arose* 

9* I would ;>e grateful if you would have the above information 
put together soon so that I can send a substantive reply to 
Khalifa* 



k p jef: 

AUStSALES) 


16 October 1931 
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1. 1 DIE IN FACT HAVE A ONE HOUR MEETING WITH AL ATT I YAH ’..HO 
RETURNED THURSDAY. WE SPEND MUCH OF THE TIME ON THE HOW 

FAMILIAR THEME EXPLAINING THAT THEY WOULD ALWAYS WISH TO BUY 
BRITISH IF WE HAD THE PRODUCT AND WERE COMPETITIVE OF. EVEN 
MARGINALLY SO. EUT THIS HAD NOT BEEN THE CASE IN RECENT YEA, 3. 
ATTRII UTED OUR FAILINGS TO NATIONALISATION AND EFFECT OF LAJOU" 
GOVERNMENT ON SAPPING OUR INCENTIVE TO WORK. ALSO FLAMED 
REDUCED STANDARDS AMD INCREASED THREAT TO IE PERSON, ETC CM 
IMMIGRANTS (EXCLAM). BUT CONSIDERED THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT!S 
POLICIES AND EMPHASIS ON PRIVATE ENTERPRISE HAY REVERSE THESE 
TRENDS. WE .AGREED ONLY THE NEXT TWO YEARS WOULD PROVIDE THE 
ANSWER. WE'HAVE HEARD MUCH OP THIS BEFORE BUT THE DESIRE TO 
DEAL WITH-UK CAKE OVER STRONGER THAN BEFORE. ROBINSON, WHO SAT 
IN, SAID THIS WAS REFLECTION OF EM IRIS VIEWS. 

2. MORE SPECIFICALLY-ON RAPIER-HE SAID ANY FURTHER ORDERS WOULD 
DEPEND ON HOW THEY FARED WITH THE FIRST BATTERY. AHMED NANI.A I 


IS APPREHENSIVE ABOUT THE FRENCH ACTIVITY TO PROMOTE ROLAND EUT 
ROBINSON DOES HOT SHARE HIS VIEW. HE BELIEVES THEY WILL BUY MORE 
RAPIER. 

5. ON TH- AIRFIELD PROJECT AL ATT I YAH REFERRED TO IMS DELAY IN 
SUBMITTING PROPOSALS BUT SAiD HE WOULD GIVE THEM TIME AS HE 
WANTED TO BE FAIR. HE REFERRED TO TWO UK PROPOSALS ALREADY IN. 

I GAVE AN UNDERTAKING, THAT ALTHOUGH WE WOULD LIKE INS TO BE 
SELECTED THAT HHG WOULD SUPPORT ANY SUCCESSFUL UK BID. ROD 1 NEON 
LATER SAID GERMANS WERE STRONG RUNNERS, HAD MADE EXCELLENT 
PROPOSALS, WERE VERY PROFESSIONAL AND CURRENT TEAM HERE INCLUDED 
SENIOR COMPANY PERSONNEL WITH MILITARY GENERAL IN SUPPORT. I 
COXD NOT VERIFY BUT IT VERY MUCH LOOKS THAT IMS WILL HAIL TC DO 
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, U-B.AL TP CAT-i- UP- THEY WERE ...UE CUES THE WEEKEND TC 
1 THIS i.OEEL AMD /.v REE A DATE r CP THE IUL/DHAO PRESENTATIDC.. 

' • TC DEE : CV THEY ’-El OH. 

*. FIK/LLY, ;L ATT! YAH REFERRED TC SA10 1 A LAC'S PROBLEM AND ASKED 
AC OUT K I CROC JEW: NOT TO 3UY THE i.SELVES BUT SAID IT WAS LIKELY 
TC. DISCUSSED II! THE GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL AND HE WOULD LIKE 

70 KNOW ' HAT WE HAD TO OFFER, SO HE COULD SUPPORT IT. J TOLD HIM 

ABOUT FAHL ABDULLA!:! S VISIT AMD SAUDI INTEREST. I ALSO INTRODUCED 
P11 /TORNADO. HE INVITED INFORMATION ON BOTH TOPICS. WOULD YOU- 
ASK DAE TO PROVIDE FOR MY RETURN AS HE SAID' THAT THE .JESTING® 

WOULD RESUME AFTER THE HAU !.E. IN ABOUT 3 - 4 WEEKS TIME. 


WALKER 
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VISIT TO AMMAN - 16/l7 AUG 81 

i # i accompanied HDS to Jordan on 16—17 August• UBS is reporting 
separately on his talks with King Hussein and General bin Shaker, 
Commander in Chief* The visit gave me a useful opportunity to make 
'contact with various military personalities, and, with AD Sales 1b, 
to discuss a number of current Defence Sales cuestions involving the 
Jordanian Army and Air ^orce. The following were the mein issuer 
discussed# and call for some follow up. 


A tiny 

2, Khalid T^nk. The Deputy Chief of Staff (Gener-1 QaqisJ}# the 
Director of itLans ('Brigadier Tarawneh) end. the Head of Support 
(Ctlonel Kussad) made it clear that the bringing into service of the 
Khalid tank order was their first priority. The first tanks have 
now arrived and have been transported up to Serea. They have begun 
local training on the AWs and are preparing for the tank training 
this autumn* No issue was made of supply delays and the presence of 
b resident IMS tank special1st, Col Laver, was evidently helping 
relations. 


7* Three points reouire follow-up: 

a. V/e took up the matter of the chaotic shipping arrange¬ 
ments the Jordanians had made for the first tank shipment, 
just arrived* They clearly shared this concern, and asked 
if IMS could handle shipping in pi- cc of the national ship¬ 
ping company; or could put them in touch with reputable 
London shippers* V/e encouraged this and Col Laver has been 
asked to pursue with IMS. I shall also speak to Brig Tynan. 

b. Gen Qaciohcomplained of the generally high charges for 
UK advisory personnel (an old story) and in particular at 
the charge of £100 for the fire security specialist advising 
on ammunition stores. They were in any case paying all Mr 
exDenses. This kind of minimal charge does far more damage 
as m irritant than it gains MOD* The next two specialists 
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due, are to come in early September to commission the 
Khalid guns* The DA puts their cost at £1*000* As their 
visit is partly the result of our production delays* we 
should try to waive this charge to the Jordanians. The 
gesture should help retain goodwill* V'ould Sales 1b try 
to pursuade IMS to pick up this charge or HOFs, Failing 
that let us try to cover it from D3G funds as a cost 
related to the promotion of our tank business with 
Jordan* 

c. Col Kussad had a complaint over a royalty charge of 
some £200k which had featured in a tender submitted by 
Laings for the construction of a £2m test centre for 
Khali.d engines and transmission* {This forms part of a 
larger tank base contract Laings have won* value £l3ra*) 
Apparently the royalty relates to the supply of dynamometer 
test equipment* Col Kussad held that this charge went too 
far* The equipment in question came from Rolls Royce and 
from a firm called Fronde, He could not see how the ROFs 
could levy a charge; and had not the Jordanians already 
made massive royalty payments to HOF in the context of the 
tank deal? He evidently feels strongly on this point, I 
suggested that the charge might derive from design work 
undertaken by ROFs but he was sceptical* Would Sales 1b 
check the basis for this royalty charge through Sales 
Supply? If it is based on a clear HOF service to the con¬ 
tract which we can put across to the Colonel* then let it 
stand* Otherwise we should seek to have it removed, or at 
least reduced, 13$ of total contract value looks excessive, 

4 * A rmoured V e nic 1 es "or Irap * X^f ■vr s claimed that arrangements 
for training Iraqi crews on tne APTs destined for Iraq were going 
ahead ademaately* The Iranis had sent a mixed bunch however end 
the Jordanians would press them to keep the quality up in future 
batches* We said we saw a risk of the’vehicle starting off -with a 
v bad name if the Irani operators were incompetent* On the location 
for Chieftain refurbishment we had a clear impression that the 
Jordanian military arc none too keen to have this burden* The Zerqa 
workshops p.re over-loaded* Gen Qacjishtalked vaguely about setting 
up a new repair facility near H4 with Iraqi support". Col Kussad, ‘ 
who will have to handle the matter, showed a clear preference for 
meeting the Iraci wish to do it all in Iraq* The last word seems 
likely to come from the top* But if the Iraqis make a clear reouest 
to us for local work - and the latest signs are they will - then 1 
doubt the Jordanians would be upset- V/hat interests them more is 
to continue to handle new APV business for Iraq* There is a good 
i case for leaving arrangements in this area as they are s unless the 
two customers press for a change. 







5; Air Defence, Generals Oacisland Tarawneh said flatly that 
Harder was out - the pretext being lack of funds. (The C-in«C con¬ 
firmed this to EDS; the intention is to acquire SA-Ss from the 
Soviet Union with Libyan funding,) Blowpipe however remains a good 
prospect, but the Jordanians may wait until the optical sight is in 
production* The present thumb control for aiming is seen as too 
sophisticated for"the average local soldier, prone to taking 'nervous 
aim' * 

Air Force 

6, General Zarour and Dr Toucan said they were pleased with the 
material supplied by BAe on PI 10 which would take some time to digest 
The Baghda d meeting of the consortium could slip to, September a t 
least- They doubted any firm decisions on future aircraft procure¬ 
ment could be taken then* Saudi participation was welcome but they 
remained hesitant end were looking to the Jordanians to keep them 
in the picture on the UK proposals* The important step would be 
bilateral technical talks to be held this month with the Iranis when 
the Jordanians would give their impression of the UK proposals (no 
doubt the Iranis will do the same on the Mirage), Dr Toucan said 
they realised we had. been forthcoming with the Jordanians over infor¬ 
mation and that the details to be given to the Iraqis would need to 
be generalised in some respects, v; e pressed the concept of a 
British aircraft 'family', and of the high degree of support which 
HMG would be bound to give the P110 project on the technical side 
whether or not the aircraft was adopted, eventually by the RAF, a 
possibility certainly not ruled out* 

7* Hawk * The current Hawk demonstration in Jordan was going well. 
General Zarour said that whether the aircraft met Jordans needs would 
depend in large cart on its suitability in the basic jet training 
(T37 replacement) role as well as for advanced and weapons training. 
He asked fo k r more information on this, and is also making the point 
to Mr Atkin of BAe, I understand the Finns and Kenyans propose to 
use Hawk in the basic role, and that the RAP are evaluating this. 
Could Soles 1b obtain advice and see whether vve con use this to good 
effect with General Zarour, through the AA* 

8.' Flying Instruction . General Zarour raised the high.costs of 
RAP cFls. He wanted" to continue with UK flying training standards 
but our charges were becoming prohibitive* We explained the back¬ 
ground and suggested that this might be discussed with BAe perhaps 
in context of Hawk. Mr Atkin is primed on this poant* 
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VISIT TO JORDAU 15-17 AUGUST 19Sl 

Attached is my report of my visit to 
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VISIT TO JORDAN - AUGUST 15 - 17 


1, The object of my visit was to discuss with HM King Hussein 
and General Ssid bin Shaker the following four 1 ' points concerning 
the supply of P110, Tornado and Hawk to the Arab consortium led 
by Jordan and Iraq:- 

a. The attitudes of the Germans and Italians to the supply 
of Tornado. 

b. The continuity of the supply of American Weapon Systems, 

c* Security problems and the availability of new develop¬ 
ments in Avionics and Weapon Systems, 



d* Operation of F110 by the RAP 


2, The discussions were in two parts, a preliminary hour with 
General Shaker and half an hour with the King and General Shaker, 

No other people were present. Obviously some of the discussion 
was repetitive. I will therefore combine this narrative and 
indicate where necessary when the point was only covered with 
General Shaker, 

3, I rehearsed the problem facing Helmut Schmidt in the Bundestag, 
saying that there was no doubt he would like to release the Tornado 
to the Arab world in order to bring Germans closer to his source 

of oil. However, he was unable to obtain the agreement of his 
colleagues as exemplified by his rejection of the Saudi’s 
request for Leopard II* Suggestions had been made to him that 
the marketing arrangements could be changed to move them from 
Munich to the UK to make it look a wholly UK decision to supply. 

This move was not considered enough and the Germans had instigated 
a general review which would not be completed until the end of 
the year, 

I suggested that in order to maintain the momentum the Arab 
consortium should not press too hard for an answer now, but await 
the outcome of the German review’. Neither the King nor Shaker 
commented but appeared to accept that this was the best that 
could be done for now* 

5, As soon as I touched the subject of America with General Shaker 
he told me Jordan was very, very unhappy with the attitude of the 
USA, Habib had been negotiating with Begin and the Saudis and had 
not once consulted Jordan. That, plus statements by some of the 
PLO commando groups that the question of a Palestinian state lay 
not on the West bank but the East bank of the Jordan had upset 
Jordan. {There were also rumours in the bazaars that the CIA have 
been circulating rumours that assassination attempts had been 
made on the King, Said bin Shaker and the Prime Minister in order 
to de-stabilize Jordan - paranoia is rifej), General Shaker went 
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031 to say that the American reaction to the Israeli raid on Iraq 
had had in his opinion a worse effect on the Arabs than Camp David* 
In passing he said that the Israelis had not crossed Jordan on 
the way out but had gone south and over Saudi Arabia; on their 
return they were in Jordanian air space but only over Aqaba 
during a very short transit to the Negev. He also said with 
the radar networks at Tubuk the Saudis must have tracked the 
Israelis all the way out and all the way backj In view of the 
strong anti-US tenor of this conversation I did not press the 
American point further and did not raise it with the King at all* 

6, I spent some time at both meetings explaining our security 
problems, I particularly stressed that there was certain inform¬ 
ation which we could give to Jordan but not to Iraq* I said that 
I had clearly spelt out to Saddam Hussein earlier in the year 
that we had problems with the Russian presence in Iraq because 
there would be numerous intelligence officers there as well as 
the KGB, Saddam Hussein had not demurred and said he would be 
willing to discuss ways of solving the problems, I therefore 
suggested to King Hussein that I would have further discussions 
with our security authorities, discuss the outcome with the 
Jordanians and then see if this would indicate a way ahead with 
the Iraqis, This line of action was agreed and the King instructed 
General Shaker to start discussions with us as soon as we were 
ready, 

7* During the discussion on security I mentioned we had heard 
a rumour that Jordan was to buy SAM 8 and some anti-aircraft guns 
from the USSR, I went on to say that if this were true, then it 
'would seriously complicate the resolution of the security problem. 
The King said that he had an agreement, now three years old, to 
purchase Soviet equipment using money from another Arab state who 
were insistent that the money would only be forthcoming if it were 
for the purchase of Soviet equipment, (This is undoubtedly the 
Libyan money pledged at the Baghdad Arab Summit), He also said 
quite firmly that he would not have Russian personnel in Jordan 
and had instructed Shaker to have all training done in the USSR 
because it would seriously upset some of his neighbours if he 
allowed the Russians in, 

8, To exclude the Russians on equipment such as SAM 8 seems to 
me to be almost impossible. Furthermore the Russians themselves 
would be worried about being compromised if they were not there 
to keep an eye on the equipment themselves. This leads me to 
believe that the purchase of this equipment will be used as a 
threat to Americans when the King meets President Reagan in 
November, (I understand the Americans locally have gently 
indicated their displeasure at the possible purchase, which I 
think will only have strengthened the King's resolve to use it 
as a big stick). If it were possible, it would be useful if we 
could indicate to the Americans that they should treat the King 
as well as they can during his visit and not cold shoulder him. 
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9 , On the operation of PI 10 by the RAP, I believe we should 
not be compelled to make a statement at this tipe. I said as 
much to General Shaker but not to the King, I explained that 
there were budgetary and other factors which would cause us to 
say no at this time and it would be better to move more carefully 
towards defining the aircraft before RAP were asked to say yes 

or no, (What I had in mind was a particular MGQ saying over 
his dead body would the Army use a tank similar to the one designed 
for the Shah: he is still alive and well and the Army are to take 
Challenger:), 

Conclusion 

10, All I did was to tread water but at least the Jordanians are 
av/are of our problems and are walling to continue discussion and 
help, if they can, to solve some of our difficulties* 


24 August 19Si 
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VISIT BY HDS 


V" ^ R LD cl L > a WILL sc R-PORi|Nj Ful! v CM HIS RFn&i r<. 

AhD D S?TF b Th= JORD?‘ , |-N S ~ , ?h S r hEftt -a 16 AL ^ST WJTh KING HUSSEIN 
l r. J r .' . JORDANIAN C IN C. - .WHILE, YOU MAY FIND IT 

h-LP.-UL TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY COMMENTS. 

HDs SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN BUYING TH ; Tint WE 

J fc ,. j ° V ^J^ NAD °/ pil 0- BOTH KING HUSSEIN AND GENERAL BIN 
: • atR APPRECIATED THAT WE COULD NOT GIVE THEM DEFJf | T I v - « 5 ■:*< 
: u_THE a QUESTIONS THEY HAD POSED EUT CONT NUED TO BEL EVE THAT 

* ml **'"» full consKtISn 

3* ON TORNADO, HDS WAS ABLE iNQT ONLY TO EXPLAIN OUR DIFFITiii ti f q 

EUT S ALS0 1 T MCST°MSFF 11 ?Vv^ ™ E , REL£ASE 0F INFORMATION TO THE IRAQIS 
rF T Crui-T ?D T r:cc^c L If T0 SUGG - ST THAT A 'NY JORDANIAN PURCHASE 
£L, * c A|R kErEJCE EQUIPMENT COULD ALSO PRESENT THE SrP.PiTY 

COMMUNITY WITH DIFFICULTIES, VIS-A-VIS JORDAN. KING HUSEIf 

IHIE **« *«» S..ID HE HADAuKlfcv 

£ £ RURE WITH ThE IR MI6HANJSM& 

U; SUCH SECURITY U .CERNS COULYEbE MET. HE CONFIRMED Tn«T 

Jht JORDANIANS wERE^olILL it~IOU3LY EVALU^TI .J TrlE SOVIET uFFER 

L T HAVF N rn ( !Sr 1 ? E T '/ u "' : rfT BEEfJ he ADDED That he 

■ILL rt^.t TO AV&lu A ,v -OU IN COUNTRY ->.<l IF THE CE-L 
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1* 7H£ V 'SIT BY ris HAS THUS BEEN PARTICULARLY USEFUL OK TWO 

T^I,.;^f! RST > 11 PROVIDED an opportunity for us to express 

, R CONCERNS OVER .HE POTENTIAL JORDAN/SOVIET ARMS DEAL. 

™ E SECUR!Ty CONSIDERATIONS OF SUCH A DEAL HAVE 
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HEAD OF DEFENCE SALES VISIT TO JORDAN: GENERAL BRIEF 

1 * I am afraid that I have been slow to comment on this, but 
the speaking note does not seem to me to refl-ecjt s in the 
matter of PI10/Tornado, Ministers' decisions oiflthd background 
brief (paragraph 1). It is obviously a very difficult brief 
to write and hand to play but, for example, there is no 
reference to the German problem over Tornado in the speaking 
notes except very obliquely, and that apparently in the context 
of PI10, in paragraph 4. I should have thought that this was 
a point that should have been made much earlier on and more 
clearly, in paragraph 1 or 2, as a comment on the Tornado as a 
member of the family of aircraft which, because it is a 
collaborative project, presents particular difficulties of 
clearance (not just on security grounds). Personally I shall 
be very surprised if the ERG would agree to supply it to Jordan, 
short of a comprehensive peace settlement with Israel, 

2 * My other comment relates to paragraph 4 of the background* 
the last sentence. This states the political argument 
much too widely. It is not for IMS to form political judgement 
and the Embassy in Baghdad see political merit in repairing 
Chieftains, in Iraq, in terms of our relations with Iraq, To 
quote - T They would, woudn 1 t they? 1 . If the point has to be 
made at all there should be the clarification,after ‘political 
merit 1 of 1 in terms of our relations with Iraq 1 * 


14 August 1981 
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HDS’S VISIT TO JORDAN: GENERAL BRIEF 

1 . AUS(Sales) has asked me to put together short 

on the various ooints which HDS may wish to discuss with f 

Jordanians during the visit it is hoped to arrange this week. /jnfVb 
These are attached with the appropriate background. HDS will of 
course be concentrating primarily on the Tornado/P 1 1 0 cuestion, 
but a number of other defence sales ouestions affecting both Irac 
and Jordan itself could usefully be covered. It is proposed that 
I should accompany HDS on this visit. 

2. Presumably HDS will start by seeing General Bin Shaker. In 
this case it would be useful to sound the General on whether the 
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POINTS TO MAKE 
FtIQ/Tornado 

1 , We want to put our position frankly- We are presenting a 
family of aircraft for the Arab Consortium to consider, Y/e under¬ 
stand that BAe have provided all the, required technical information 

« 

and that we can meet their requirements in terms of performance and 

* ■*> 

timing. The PI 10 offers the opportunity to collaborate on an 
advanced combat aircraft to meet their requirements, We have noted 
Saudi interest in our proposals and are glad that the Jordanians 
are taking a lead in presenting these to them* 

2, 3o be raised with General bin Shaker; and with King Hussein 
only if General bin Shaker recommends*/* hope the Jordanians 
will understand that security considerations make it difficult for 
us to provide as ample a presentation on some aspects of technology, 
notably concerning Tornado, to the Iraqis as we can to the 
Jordanians and other Consortium members* The Pi 10 should present 
less difficulty in this respect. The proposals BAe are going to 
put to the Jordanians in preparation for the Consortium Baghdad 
meeting will be comprehensive, but there will be certain details 
which it is difficult for us to see passed to the Iraqis. The 
Tornado is after all just being introduced into service and will 
comprise 2/}rds of our front line. In the May discussions between 
the Iraais and HUS the security problem was fully aired and we 
believe the Iraqis will be prepared to adopt a pragmatic approach 
in order not to foreclose the UK option. 

B » 
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3 , Is it possible for the Jordanians to handle the presentation 
and to lead over the Tomado/P110 package without passing over 
those details in our proposal which we could indicate as sensitive? 
Otherwise we could consider putting forward a less classified 
proposal, but we see this as less satisfactory. 

4 , We can meanwhile provide answers to the four points on which 
the Jordanians have sought assurances /draw on MODUK Tel No 311545Z7- 
On the operation of P110 by the RAF, whatever the outcome we would 
propose that the project would in any case be managed by the British 
Government along the lines applied in national defence projects, 

and would aim to set up the contract on a Government to Government 
basis* Whilst our answers may not be as forthcoming as the 
Jordanians may wish it is in our mutual interest to go carefully 
and not force the issues, particularly with FRG, at this stage 
which would invite a negative response, UK Ministers are keeping 
in close touch with the project and wish it to succeed. The posi¬ 
tive decisions taken by Ministers regarding the supply of other 
eouipments to Iraq, and mentioned below are sufficient indication 
of our intentions in general towards Iraq* 

Armv Ecuiotnent for Irao 

I ■ —— ■ ■ 

5 , ARVs * IMS are ready to discuss the further purchase of 21 ARVs, 
The contract can be arranged through Jordan, as on the previous 
occasion, or direct with Iraq depending on what the parties prefer* 

6 , Refurbishment of Chieftain * The technical evaluation has been 
completed to Iraqi satisfaction and IMS are putting up proposals 
for the work* The question of where the task would take place may 
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need to be studied further. We should need assurance that the vehi¬ 
cles would not be used during the war with Iran, 

7. We can also move ahead with the discussion on new tanks with 
Irao for supply after the war. We are ready to discuss FH70 though 
eventual supply will have to be subject to our collaborative part¬ 
ners 1 agreement* Security difficulties over Barmine and Ranger 
for Iraq have now been resolved and these can be supplied after 
the war* 

Ammunition for Jordan 

8 , We are ready to supply ammunition which the Jordanians have 
ordered for Khalid* $fe shall however expect the Jordanians to 
observe the end user stipulation in the arrangement* HD3 should 
not offer this but if the subject arises should be careful not to 
agree any official sanction to disposal of this ammunition to a 

third country// 

, + 

Rapier for Jordan 

9* Pleased that April evaluation exercise was such a success* 

Look forward, to the reopening of discussions once your committee*s 
report is digested* Confident that towed Rapier system best suited 
to meet Jordan*s Low Level Air Defence requirement, 

Khali cl 

ID, Glad to report that Khalid deliveries are proceeding in line 
with the revised schedule agreed in May* (See the detailed report 
from IMS*) 
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Hawk 

11 + Pleased that BAe able to demonstrate Hawk in Jordan this week. 
This, following on visit by Red Arrows, has enabled RJAF to be well 
briefed on the aircraft. Confident that it would perform well for 
FJAF as it has for RAF, 

CDS* s Invitation to Jordanian C-in-0 

12* We very much hope that General bin Shaker will be able to 

accept an invitation to visit UK in Autumn as guest of CDS, 

- * 

^NB: The invitation has not yet been formally made; the latest 
position should be checked with the post^7 
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BACKGROUND 
Tomado/PI10 

1 * Ministers agreed on 24 July that our primary objective should 
be to sustain Arab interest in P110 and to a lesser extent in Hawk* 
It was necessary to continue to promote Hawk, Tornado and P110 as a 
family of aircraft but there remains reservation over Tornado supply 
to Iraq on both security and political grounds. But we do not want 
to put at risk the prospects of P110 and Hawk by openly admitting 
that Tornado sale to Irao could prove difficult* Ministers have 
instructed that we should seek to focus Arab attention on P110 while 
stressing that the German attitude on Tornado makes it unlikely that 
a sale would be permitted in the near future* 

2* An early problem arises over the extent to which the detailed 
proposals on PlIO/Tomado which BAe have submitted to the Jordanians 
and which they may be proposing to pass to other members of the Arab 
Consortium meeting in Baghdad in 3“4 weeks time, can be cleared for 
passing to the Iraqis. The problem primarily lies with Tornado; 
the P110 information is likely to be cleared with certain caveats. 

In the circumstances it seems best to come clean with the Jordanians 
about our problem, stressing that we want to give as full a presen¬ 
tation as possible for the benefit of themselves, the Saudis and 
other members but that given these difficulties over Iran we hope 
the Jordanians will take the lead and can manage to avoid releasing 
to the Iraqis elements in our proposals which we indicate as 
sensitive. If the Jordanians claim that this distinction is too 
difficult for them then we may have quickly to sanitise the 
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information which BAe present to the Consortium, particularly on 
Tornado, MD/HDS will be defining what can and cannot be passed 
to the Iraqis during this week. It is desirable to have General 
bin Shaker's view on the feasibility of this line before we suggest 
it to King Hussein, 

3 . The Saudis remain on the fringes of the Consortium but are 
expected to attend the Baghdad meeting. The Jordanians propose 
to explain the various aircraft options to them separately this 
month but we understand King Hussein is sensitive about Saudi 
involvement. We should therefore he careful of sounding too 
welcome a note for Saudi participation in discussion with King 
Hussein, 

Army Equipment for Irao 

4 . Speaking notes cover the various issues. The way is now clear 
for IMS to move ahead on discussing tank refurbishment, Khalid tank 
supply, ARVs and, discreetly, 7H70. We are also clear on Barmine 

and Ranger. If indications that the Iraqis wish to have the tank 

* 

refurbishment in situ become firmer then we shall need to go back 
to Ministers* Both IMS and the Embassy in Baghdad are now inclined 
.to see political merit in this idea, though presentation would need 
careful consideration* 

Eouioment for Jordan 

5. The main prospects lie with Rapier and Hawk. Speaking notes 

1 

are attached. The arrival of the Hawk demonstrator in Amman on 
14 August is timely* 
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6. HDS may also like to mention the proposal that the Jordanian 
Commander in Chief should pay an official visit in October or 
November as a guest of CDS. A formal invitation will be issued 
shortly. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


3 






£b\\j 




ivi. 3: 

/ i APR *931 


APS/3 !C 1\. i 
Or- * Lo: 


> V ~ 



i ;/ ' : • 

'•/ 3 

. /•.: 5 

. ./:•)£ 

- + 

■ -V o 

3 3(F) 

. hDSfPol) 

AUS(l)S) 

AU3(Saies 'id-:-in) 
kd/fds 

D Sales 1 



»Xl\A 


^ 'MT* 4— 


^ { 7 *** * ^ 



HDS 1 S V! SIj? TC iTC .-' 1 D I1AQ - 10 TO 13 KAUCyigSl 


1 1 )S, *-,cco: by • y 5 ?lf. Visited Joraan^ last ';~ek 
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? -• «ti<TS were held in Jordan with King iu sein, _ _ 

• ’ <; m Sharif Zeid bin Shaker, C< >r in o ief Joraani^ 

; forces end Brigadier Taysir Zarour, Commander.Royai^ 
Tordanian fir ' >ee; end in Iraq with President Saadds u 4J aj 
■■■■'■ t»l -d -.n Khairsllah Tulfah. Deputy Frerier end 
of Defence, md senior rvice officers, notes of 
m - 3 of events and the meetings are attached. 
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?, In • renal, therefore, •• vers r-sti •? id fc : \-t ti e Irs ;is 
took a pragmatic view of the ; rohl .ar.s of •supply end that 
provided we dealt with them frankly on t we could do until 
the war was over, there were major prospects for business whilst 
tine conflict continued (contracts worth £1501' have alrsadj' i. , .- l 
signed over the last 6 months) in the less sensitive iters, 
and more so afterwards. But the Iraqis will need to be conv need 
about our intentions and the test will probably Lay in the 
arrangements for refurbishing the Chieftain tanks. 

Tajiks 

10. The Iraqis have about MO captured Chieftain tanks, which 
they say have run 700 miles or less. Some only need maintenance 
repair to get them on the road; of the remainder, about 50 # are 
repairable and the rest damaged beyond repair but could provide 
a source of spares. It was suggested that a small team from if'3 
should go out again to eategprise the vehicles and assess the 
spares requirement to enable firm proposals to be made. 

Spares would be supplied- through Jordan and the repairable 
damaged tanks would be worked on by IFS/Jordanian/Iraqi personnel 
at an airfield (H4) inside the Jordanian border. The tanks 
requiring maintenance only would be worked on in country by 
Iraoi technical personnel, but they will need some limited 
specialist assistance, probably using industry personnel (British 
Leyland buses provide the public transport in Baghdad) to keep 
the visibility’low. We made it clear that we could not supply 
ammunition whilst the war was on (but they will get in from 
another source} 

11. The Secretary of State will be aware of the conclusions of 
the OB meeting on 29 January 1981 which were that "Bvery 
opportunity should be taken to exploit Iraq's potentialities as 

a promising market for the sale of defence equipment; and to this 
end 'lethal items’ should be interpreted in the narrowest possiblj 
sense." and that short of signing a contract we should continue 
to negotiate for the overhaul of the Chieftain tanks. 
Subsequently, Lord Carrington agreed, in the context of IDS 1 s 
recent visit, that we could agree to the ov ;rkaul of the tan, s 
in Jordan provided suitable arrangements are worked out to 
protect HMG's position as and when a leak occurs. 

12. In the recent discussions with the Iraqis we have gone as 
near the knuckle as we could consistent with this guidance and 
preserving our interests in the Iraq market place. However, 

1 am bound to say that we are walking a high wire with a cross- 
wind blowing which will get stronger as we go on, and we shall 
have to consider in the next few weeks how we can proceed and 
still have a case to answer. The problem is exacerbated to the 
extent that a number of the tanks can be brought into service 
fairly quickly. Within the terms of the CB conclusions we can 
supply non—lethal spares, and the fact tnat this is done tnrough 
Jordan reduces the attribution to the UK, but we have to face the 
fact that it could be represented as an exercise in semantics oy 
our critics to say that by supplying such innocuous items as 
batteries and fan belts we are not bringing into operation a 
lethal item of equipment into battle order. I’evertheless, the 
line we shall propose is that; 
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Some tanks were obviously abandoned and were brought 
into service by the Iraqi technicians who are well 
qualified in tie m* interface of tanks* 

b. he have not agreed to supply spares and aiamuiiition 
to Iraq whilst the war continues* 

c* The tan s repaired in Jordan with our help should be 
subject to an end-user clause which could have a period 
of one year, or even that they are not to be returned 
until the war is over - particularly where the provision 
of re ole 1 carers t guns is involved . f.i£ only dif i acuity 
here is that the tanks are technically Iraqi property. 


d. If the source from Jordan leaks, our public argument 
would then be with Jordan and not Iraq, We would have to 
come to an understanding with Jordan over what could be 
said but this should be possible, given the understanding 
we currently have with them, and the strategic importance 
that the Jordanians 1 obviously attach to their relationship 
with Iraq and the wooing of the latter away from the 
Soviets to the V/est* 


13. Subject to the views of the Secretary of State we shall 
orepare the ground over the next few weeKS ano suomit^our 
advice for Ministers to consider. The II "S exercise will take 
3-4 months before they are ready to submit their proposals. 

We have a little time, therefore, and our advice will, to sore 
extent, depend on what they report. 


14. The question of the supply of new tanks was broached by 
HBS during the senior working level discussions, but the 
Director of Armour (not particularly pro UK I surmise) war 
emphatic that the British tanks, although good, were too 
complex for the Iraqi Army and they were nou interested in 
buying anew. This is contrary to the advice we 9 ad received 
previously from the Jordanians but I suspect it is a suojec^ 
we shall return to later. 


Other Business 

15 £ number of other opportunities 2 or our defence industry 

were discussed in outline" and the Iraqis expressed the wish 
that a longer visit to pursue these in greater derail would be 
possible fairly soon. This can be done at assistant Sales 
Director level, but the Iraqis also as*;ed if the overall 
position could be reviewed at regular inu^rvalsat senio. _ 
level, along the lines of the Anglo/Yugoslav Joint Commission^ 
of which they were aware. HDS agreed'to consider this, hut we 
can r.lay this along in slow tiire. e,would not wish to set up 
I formal arranger,ent of this kind in the current oircumstances, 
and for the tine being, if there is a need for higher level 
discussions, these should_ be arranged discreetly as the vuii 
ic.Qt . nr in the UK- 


















VISIT 0? HDS (SIR ROITALD BLLIS) TO JORDAN AH) IRAQ 

10 - 13 KtRCH 1961 


Order of Events 

1. The purpose of the visit was to keep the Jordanians in 
play on the Tornado and to make direct contact with the Iraqis 
through the good offices of King Hussein. Both these objectives 
were achieved and the visit was a very successful one, 

AUS(Sales') accompanied HDS throughout, 

2. On arrival in Amman on Tuesday evening, 10 Kerch 1981, 

HDS was informed that the Jordanians had arranged for us to 
fly to Baghdad on Thursday in the King’s aircraft but who we 
..ou!d see and what programme would be arranged would not become 
known until we got there,' 


3, The following day, after an initial call on the British 
Ambassador, we met with It Gen Sharif Zeid bin Shaker, C in G 
Jordanian Armed Forces, to discuss Tornado and Iraq, After 
hearing our views on both subjects he considered that these 
should be repeated at first hand to Brig Taysir Zarour, 

Commander Royal Jordanian Air Force (on Tornado) and King Hussein. 
We saw Brig Zarour at midday and the King later in the day at his 
private residence. Discussions with Gen Shaker continued later 
over dinner. Lt Gen Fajali, Commander Jordanian Ground Forces, 
and Brig Zarour were both present* 

4. tfe took off at 8,30 am on Thursday morning in the Royal 
Flight Sabre Jet and arrived in Baghdad at 10.30 to be met by 

Lt Gen Jenab Said Amin, Acting CGS {Training ft Technical Affairs) 
and other senior Army and Air Force officers. They said our 
early arrival had taken them by surprise (we were only the second 
daylight flight to Baghdad since the hostilities began - 
King Hussein’s visit last weekend being the first). However, 
a meeting was quickly arranged in the Ministry of Defence with 
It Gen Janab and other officers to discuss their detailed 
requirements. After 20 minutes we were called to see the 
Deputy premier and Finister of Defence, Air Chief Marshal Adrian 
Khairallah Tulfah, together with the CGS, Gen Abdul Al-JaVbar 
Khalil Shanshal, 


5 „ The meeting with Lt Gen Jenab was then resumed, only to 
be interupted by a further whispered message in the ear of HDS 
that the President wished to see us both at an undisclosed 
destination. Two helicopters were waiting outside the office 
and together with the Finister of Defence we flew about 40 minutes 
to the north east border of Iraq, about 30 km from Iran, where 
we landed at an Army Command Post at just before 1 o’clock. 
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By this time it had been explained to us that the President was 
visiting his people and we were put into a car to find him* 

After about 2~or ; 3 miles we came across him at a srrall village 
which was holding a Majlis in his honour and we were invited to 
join him and watch the dancing which was accompanied by the 
shooting of rifles in the air. The President later suggested 
we went somewhere quieter to talk and the seats were moved ro the 
top of 'a small hill nearby where the main discussion was held 
between the President and HDS, in the middle of a circle of armed 
guard s. 

6. The President then invited us to lunch - a TCansaf - in a 
village hut. The discussions continued after lunch over coffee 
and very long Havana cigars until just before 4 pm. The President 
then took the wheel of his Mercedes and drove us from the village - 
showered with sweets from the villagers — to the helicopterb. 

We left at about 4 pm having been with the President for.some 
hours. On our return to Baghdad our meeting resumed in the 
Ministry of Defence with Lt Gen Jenab. be left at about 6 pm 
and were back in Amman by 6.30 to complete a day which could be 
said to be a little out of the ordinary! 

7 The following day EDS debriefed the Ambassador, C-en Shaker 
and Gen Kajali on“what had taken place. They were delighted at^ 
our reception and said they would inform the King v. T bo bad^already 
enquired as to how we had got on. We left Amman at 8 pm that 
evening* 
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Record of the Discussions 


a 


3. HDS disclosed that we were aware of the French proposals* Je were convinced 
that for the same costs the UK could develop an aircraft by the end of the I^BOs 
wriich would be superior to the Mirage 4000. The UK had a wider aircraft technology 
base than the French and the Tornado aircraft would provide a sound basis for future 

developments using techniques such as carbon fibre surfaces and a canard airframe 

+ 

configuration to give it a performance, including air superiority, appropriate through 
the year 2000* Such developments would be to the Arab country requirements but it was 
conceivable that the RAF would also be interested* 


4, In the interim, the current Tornado in both the IDS and ADY versions could be 
available in 3/4 years time and these would enjoy further enhancements to the engine 
and avionics* 

5* HDS stated that Bae were enthusiastic about the project and suggested that they 
presented their proposals and performance data in Amman in two weeks time; King Hussein 
would then know of our proposals before visiting the UK in April and flying Tornado, 
HDS explained the position as regards German approval. The situation had been put to 

1 

Herr Schmidt who had reacted not unreasonably and had agreed to give a decision by 
mid March ie in a weeks time* We were, however, talking steps to transfer the marfcet^i 
responsibility for Tornado to the UK and the future aircraft mentioned above would be 
within UK control to supply* Moreover, we would be prepared to consider industrial 

j 

participation. 


6 * General bin Shaker expressed great interest and said that a proposal on these 

lines would put a new dimension into their thinking* the French offei; until now, 

% 

had been the only feasible way ahead for Arab cooperation to obtain an aircraft, 

developed and manufactured in Europe, to meet their requirements for the future beyond 

the year 2000. They, the Jordanians, proposed to take the lead but they were talxung 
Onan, Qatar, 

to Iraq,/Kuwait, UAE, Pakistan, Morocco and Saudi Arabia. He was a little sceptical 
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/about 
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out Saudi Arabia joining the "club"* The next step would be a meeting between 

© 

rdan and Iraq later this month to discuss the way ahead and he then intended to 
write to the other countries inviting them to a conference to attempt to unify 
requirements. He had in mind a small technical committee formed from some of the 
interested countries to carry out the discussions and negotiations with the 
manufacturers* 

7 , HD3 mentioned the problem of our dealings with the other spates, in particular 
the Omani interest in considering Tornado and ' explained that we intended to delay 
a response to Oman until the transfer of performance date to Jordan and the King's 
flight had taken place; but we would have to respond eventually in view of our close 
association with Oman. The subject would certainly arise ; however> during the Defence 
Secretary's visit to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf at the end of this month. General 
bin Shaker agreed with the tactics as regards Oman and that the Defence Secretary's 
visits provided an opportunity to stimulate interest in the proposals in general 
terms. However, he asked why the Defence Secretary could not also visit Amman and 
mentioned that JSr Haig would be here on 6-7 April 1981. HDS agreed to look into 
whether this was feasible. 

8 . Similar ground was covered at the meetings with King Hussein and General bin Shaker 
and the response was equally enthusiastic. 

COMMENT 

* f 

9 . There is no doubt about the Jordanian interest, but whether we can capitalise 
on it depends on Bae getting their act together and a favourable response from the 
Germans. II is essential that Bae visit by the end of March to present their proposals, 
A visit by the Defence Secretary at the end of this mortfh would also greatly help to 

consolidate the current position* f 

10. / The pessimism shown by Lt General bin Shaker about Saudi participation is 
discouraging. It is clear that they see Iraq as the major partner and this could 
cause problems on security clearance. However, if necessary the issue will have to 
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to the Prinse Minister for a decision* The lo of this opportunity could have 
^rave effects on the future of British Aerospace and our exports in general to the 
Arab world. 
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MEETING BETWEEN PRESI DENT S ADDA M HUSSAIN AND HEAD OF DEFENCE 

SALES - L:L:I^Y U LL-CL I;- 1 ' 


1* After the initial courtesies the President said that before 
they went on to discuss the main purpose of HDS T s visit, which 
he well understood, he thought it was essential to get the 
politics right* We should realise that his people had thought 
badly of the British for reasons that we were well aware of - 
indeed they had been hostile. The Government was bound to take 
account of the people's views although it was not always the 
deciding factor and it had been his wish for some time to have 
good relationships with the UK, Indeed, he had told our 
Ambassador this in 1969 bout doubted if the message had been 
understood. In those days perhaps Saddam Hussain was not as well 
known as he is today and not enough importance was attached to 
what he had said. However, that was now all behind us and he 
welcomed our visit. The.President went on to say that the 
majority of opinion in the country was still against dealing 
with the US but that too could well change. 

2. The proof of other country's intentions towards Iraq lay 
in the willingness to supply them with armaments. All countries 
wanted to take advantage of commercial trading relationships but 
one was not possible without the other. He desired to have good 
relations with European countries such as ourselves, France, 

Italy and Germany and once these had been established, for his 
part the links would be honoured and should be to the benefit 
of both parties. He quoted the example of Prance where he had 
allowed them to uplift oil at $2 per barrel less than he could 
have got, but the French part of the bargain was to deliver the 
Mirage aircraft which they had on contract. 

The President went on to say that although he wished to 
establish friendly relationships with other countries they had 
learnt from hard experience that these must oe without prejudice 
to an independent Iraq, without alignment to any side. 

~l wr r- m ,r “ ■ m ' *■ r 

4 , He now welcomed the fact that UK Ministers took a favourable 
view towards Iraq and he very much hoped that when the conditions 
were right the Prime Minister and other Ministers would visit 
his country. Dr Hammadi, the Foreign Minister, was currently 
in UK having discussions. Turning to the purpose of HDS's visit 
he eaid that he understood that in the current circumstances the 
supply of certain arms could be politically embarrassing. He did 
not want to put any country in that position and he mentioned, 
as an example, a message he had just sent to President discard 
d'Estaing saying that if the continued supply of the Mirage 
aircraft was embarrassing during the French election campaign 
then Iraq would he prepared to wait. He confirmed that he was 
agreeable to using Jordan if necessary, if it was more 
convenient to arrange supply though that count r 3 r , and he also 
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accepted that the supply of certain other items could be 
conditional on the cessation of the conflict with^Iran, n 
asked for his greetings and message to be conveyed *,o tne 

Prime Minister.. 

5 Discussion continued after lunch but this was largely 
about his political philosophy which he thought was not very 
well understood outside Iraq. He believed that it was 

to take account of the opinion of the people and to look after 
the interests of the majority* They all had to work together 
for the comnon good and he would not tolerate any actions bO 
the contrary even from his own family- he told us that 3 
rTcsTtly in* a traffic accident his 16 year old son haa gone to 
draw his revolver and for this his son was still in J*il- 
I Other relatives who had sought to take advantage of their 
I position had been confined to primitive quarters and fee with 
1 the minimum means of sustenance. 

Comment 

6 The President gave the appearance of a man who was rather 

tired and weary but he was impressive in the deliberate and 
S5S STSleh 1 .= spoke. " He seemed.to be totally realistic 
about the problems of supplying them with arms whilst '-* 1 
current conflict continued. It is clear that he has a g 
opinion of Ming Hussein who, he saiu, was not a ffi ^ n ,, 
monarchy but of the people and would not te able to stay in 
power without the popular sup]:ort he now enjoyed. There was 
STtaJrt !K«rt his' wish to deal with they* hot we shall h. 
iud^ed 'by what we achieve and not by what ws 1 , 

JppSUities for very large business the 

defence field are there to he exploited if we have.the 
and determination to do so. 
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ANUEX E 


MEETI?!S WITH LT G3N J3NAB SAID A KIN (ACTING CGS (TRAINING AND 
IL : :Ijai ai-' i:-;3'T) ~..'j pi.-er g-iiiOR oeeicu-s < 

THURSDAY 12 MARCH I9B1 


ARMY 


> 



* K 


ytit? 'f* . 


Chieftain ARV 

1 , Brig Askar, Director of Armour, referred to the ARV contract 
under negotiation with Jordan, on which the price was the only 
outstanding issue. The UK figure was £1.183M but they had been 
advised by Col Adnan Kussad (the Jordanian Army negotiator) 
that a figure of £1.155K was possible. Even this was higher 
than the figure paid by Jordan last year. The Brigadier hoped 
that the UK recognised that the adoption of the Chieftain ARV 
meant that they had taken the very significant step in deciding 
to take the Chieftain tank into their armoury and a decision of 
this kind was not lightly taken "when the honour of Iraq was at 
stake." He hoped therefore that agreement could be reached on a 
price today* 

2. EDS explained that the ARVs in question belonged to the 
British Army who had agreed to relinquish them with reluctance, 
and only on the basis of recovering the money which they had pai< 
for them. The figure of £1.183M was a rock bottom price -to 
reduce further would mean the British Army budget would suffer * 

If the ARVs were being supplied from a commercial company it 
would have been another matter but he did not nave the same 
flexibility with the British Army budget already in severe 
difficulties, 

3* Discussion resumed later in the afternoon when the Iraqis 
made a counter-offer of EUfiOM. Taking into account all the 
circumstances, EDS considered it expedient to compromise at 
£1,170M which the Iraqis accepted* /“The " contract was later 
sigiTed—in- Amman the next day between IMS and the Jordanian Army^ 

Chieftain Refurbishment t 

4 . Brig Askar explained that the captured Chieftains had done 
less than 700 miles and some only 150 miles and fell into two 
categories: those that needed only maintenance to get i-hem on 

the road and those that required repair. Of the latter, about 
50 $ were probably usable, the rest could be used to reclaim 

spares * 

. , | - ' ' * - ' . I*, 1 

5* In discussion it was agreed that for the first category the 
Iraqis could probably put them on thei road themselves with spare: 
suoulied through Jordan. They might heed specialist advice and 
this could be arranged industrially through the company on a 
digital basis in order to keep the visibility low although the 
whole plan would be coordinated by IMS* 
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security or export control but undertook to find out the 
position. 

12. The Signals Officer complained that they had contracted 
with Racal for a lkw transmitter with cypher equipment. The 
transmitter had been delivered but without the cypher equipment 
and they could not get any satisfaction from Racal. KDS under¬ 
took to discuss this with the company. 

FH70 

13. It Gen Jenab referred to their interest in FH70 and said 
that he would like to continue discussing this 155mm gun and if 
necessary they would accept a clause inhibiting supply until 
after the war was over. 


AIR FORCE 


I 


" - - 


14. The Deputy Commander of the Iranian Air Force and Commander 
for Technical Affairs, Brigadier "Armen Rachid, produced a long 
list of requirements. He was a very articulate and intelligent 
man, educated over a period of about 7 years in England. 


ABW 




15. The IAF had a requirement for early warning of airborne 
fighter aircraft targets out to a range of 300km and down to 
10 km altitude. They were interested to know what UK industry 
could offer but they did not want to be led along. If for one 
reason or another we could not respond to their requirements 
it was better that we should say so at the start - there had 
already been a series of disappointing delays. They understood 

‘that IFF "and EOT could not be provided and indeed these were 
not requirements since they had their own equipment. The 
aircraft to which the 3W equipment was to be fitted is not 
Important since they would determine this themselves. 

» 4 

Tornado 

. 1 ‘ * 

16. EDS rehearsed the. same scenario he had with the Jordanians 
(recorded in a separate annex) which aroused considerable 
interest. Brig Rachid said that they were primarily interested 
in the strike version (as distinct from Jordanian interest in 

superiority) and in g roun d to aim.^stand off weapons with a 

30 - 50 km range and 50 km in the field. The radius of action 
they would require would be up to 600 ]pm. 


Aircraft Workshop 


I 


17. They currently had engineering facilities (presumably 
manned by Soviet technicians) but wanted to develop a separate 
facility to cope with current, mainly Eastern, aircraft hut with 
a capacity to extend to future projects. We took this to mean 
that they wanted to ease their dependence upon the Soviets, 
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20. Negotiations were continuing with a view to manufacturing 
parachutes for MIG aircraft in the UK and setting up facilities 
in Iraq. 

21* Other items they were interested in were: 

Sideways looking radar 

• • i * - 1 j 

Recce Pods (they realise this would involve security 
problems but they knew we had the technology and would 
; '“like to begin discussions if possible, We agreed to 
let them know one way or the other). 

Advanced air to ground stand-off missiles 

* - 

IWC : 

H " * 

Spares contracts for MIG aircraft {Dunlop already had a 
contract for £ 2 M) 

Electronic observer ground posts for low flying aircraft 
at 100 - 200 metre height (in thiq respect they were 
prepared to pay for R&D if we did not have any projects 
in hand), ; 

22, In concluding the meeting Gen Jenab said that it had been 
possible only to range over the varioud opportunities that 
existed and he hoped that a further visit could be arranged to 
go into various items in greater detail. He thought that it 
would be a good idea if there was a senior level meeting at 
regular intervale to monitor progress and EDS suggested that a 
joint commission should be established along the lines that we 
currently had with Yugoslavia, Gen Jenab was aware of this 
arrangement and agreed. 






18. Apparently Rolls Boyce were already in discussion with 
them and HRS said that this was an area in which we had had 
experience of in Egypt. The difficulty was that it would be 
difficult to implement whilst the war was on. Lt Gen Jenab 
and Brig Rashid acknowledged this but said that even if the 
plans were discussed day and night it will not be ready for 
some years to come. But there was a need to start now and 

the nroiect was more one of industrial expansion than a war 4.acil±ty 
They had the technicians but needed the tooling and technology. 

Dunlop 

19. Brig Rashid said that they had agreed contractual arrange¬ 
ments with Dunlop for the manufacture of rubber products such 
as tyres, pipes, etc but were still awaiting a response from 
the company. They were so anxious to set up this facility that 
they had waived their normal contractual conditions. They 
could not understand why 'the company was delaying. HD3 agreed 
to find out the position. 
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armoured recovery vehicles through Jordan) during Sir Ronald's 
visit* ^t is clear that they are disenchanted with the Soviets 
and wish to develop their contacts with Western countries, hut 
not the United States, and without impinging on their independenc 
as a country. Our willingness to supply arms will be a key 
indication of our intentions and the test case could be our 


assistance in overhauling and repairing the 140 or so captured 
Chieftain tanks. 

The President was realistic about the political difficulties 

of supplying armaments to them whilst the war continued, and said 

. 

he did not wish to cause any country difficulties in this 
respect. In our case, he is agreeable to arranging the repair 
of tanks through Jordan, and on other sensitive items is prepared 

to negotiate, if necessary, on the basis that supply could not 

■ 

take place during the current conflict, 

i 

Contrary to earlier advice from Jordan, the Iraqis did not 
ask for the supply of new tanks and this, therefore, is not an 
issue at this stage. The refurbishment of the captured tanks 


is the first priority and it has been agreed that a small team 

■ * * 
from International Military Services should pay a further visit 

; r - 

to Iraq to categorise those that only need maintenance to bring 
them into running order, and those that would need repair in 
Jordan. Spares would be supplied to Jordan and HDS made if 

4 

clear that we could not supply ammunition whilst the war is on. 

I* 

Nevertheless, as discussed in 0D on 29 January 1981 our role in 
restoring these tanks to fighting trim could cause the Government 
difficulties when the matter became public, which we must assume 


it will. 

< i 
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The indications are that we are likely to get a temporising 
reply and officials have been invited to go to Germany to 

discuss the Middle East requirement. In these circumstances 

* * 

we shall still press ahead on a national basis. 

/ _ A reply to King Hussein’s letter is being prepared 
separately and will be with you shortly^/ 
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FM BAGHDAD 1133532 MAR 81 
TO IMMEDIATE MOD (PS/HDS) 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1138532 OF 11/3/81 
AND TO IMMEDIATE AMMAN 
NFO IMMEDIATE FCO (MED) 


MMAN TEL 0837032 TO MODt VISIT OF HDS 



1. THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BRANCH HAVE BEGUN TO ASK US, BY 
TELEPHONE, FOR DETAILS OF SIR ft ELLIS' ARRIVAL. 

WE HAVE SAID THAT WE ARE NOT INVOLVED IN THE ARRANGEMENTS, 


2. IF THE IRAQIS CONTINUE TO TREAT THE VISIT CASUALLY IT 
WILL BECOME KNOWN HERE. I SHALL BE GRATEFUL IF AMMAN CAN ASK 
THE JORDANIANS TO REITERATE THE IMPORTANCE OF SECRECY TO THE 
IRAQIS. 

3. IF ASKED BY OTHER MISSIONS HERE WE PROPOSE, IF YOU AGREE 
TO SAY THAT WE HAVE NOT (NOT) BEEN ASKED TO MAKE ANY ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS FOR A VISIT, 


FCO PLEASE ONPASS TO MOD (PS/HDS) 


RAMSAY 

Li 

■ DEF i ft 
Sift. T 

Mil T.c* K6fafcn.uYf 
Sul -A • RLLAub 
hft_ ?.M . HfiftULLM 
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CONFIDENTIAL 




cc: PS 

PS/LPS 

Sir J Graham 
Sir A Acland 
Mr J Moberly 
Mr P Moberly 
Defence Dept 


1 ©Mf 

k* Jk • 
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1 MAR 981 
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1. Mr Hurd has seen the attached telegram from the MOD 

to Baghdad which mentions the possibility that King Hussein 
may plan to fly Sir Ron Ellis to Baghdad in the course of his 
visit to Amman, 

2. I have consulted Mr Hurd, who considers that, in the light 
of our existing policy, we should raise no objection to 

Sir Ron Ellis going to Baghdad in this way, but that he should 
be asked to stress to the Jordanians the need to keep the 
visit confidential * 


2 March 1981 



C T W Humfrey 
PS/Mr Hurd 



^ HM-l * 1 
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